 
Evolution FLASHCARDS directions:  1- Cut along the solid lines.  2- Fold along the dashed lines.  3- punch a hole to store on a ring. 4- Practice!
	evolution 
	the change of a species over time by processes such as mutation, natural selection, and genetic drift

	fossil
	Any evidence of an organism that lived long ago

	variation
	Any difference within a species – like skin color, or eye color

	adaptation
	a favorable variation such as horns, antlers, an animal's coloration, 

that improves the survival of the species

	mimicry
	a type of camouflage where an animal looks like something that is dangerous, or has coloring that confuses its predators/prey

	
	

	Vestigial structures
	structures that have no purpose in a species, though they may have in an ancestor; used as evidence of a common ancestor; examples: human appendix  

	Analogous structures
	the similarities in the structures, like the bones in wings of birds and bats, that are compared as evidence of a common ancestor

	Common ancestor
	An individual from which a group of organisms have descended; example: cousins are descended from the same grandparents

	Darwin
	a natural scientist from England 

who formulated a theory of evolution 

by natural selection

	Lamark 
	his ideas about inheritance 

were wrong

	Natural selection
	the process where organisms with favorable variations survive, reproduce and pass on their traits to the next generation

	fitness
	how well an animal is adapted to 

(or “fits”) its environment

	camouflage
	a variation that allows some species

 to blend into their environment or conceal their shape; 

helps  prey avoid predators; 

helps predators to sneak up on prey

	embryo
	the early stage of development of an mammal prior to "birth"; used as evidence of a common ancestor

	mutation
	any change in the 

DNA sequence 

of nucleotides


 








